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I '.' ' ffl RIALS Of THE WOMAN BUYER ABROAD j

Hj . jWORED by Her Compulsory Sea Voyage, She

H '
; Ni Encounters Many Tribulations on Exploring the

i ' X ' .Smarf Siops, anc 4 Her Costly Travelling Must Be

H ; I ;' yDone on a Limited Expense Account.
H it'H j

t 1

(Coprtsht. Will bj ft)" Tfcw Tori, nciald Oo All rftfit rrMrrtdJ

H 1 ,J ' FFZIIED a position with n. fat salary, a
H h A largx mcasuro of independence, smart cos- -
H j J Jwj tunica from abroad and ocean voyages to
H. ) J soften tho grind of work, what woman eager to
p earn a living would rofuso itP The great de--

H ' k partment otoros havo such places for shrewd,
H j urbane women whom they omploy as buyers;
H i yet the work, with all its pleasuxablo features,
H j t . has various drawbacks also. Barbara Deering,
H jl who is thoroughly conversant with the sub--

""B Ject, hero presents a complete and ontertalning
H R story of tho woman buyer, with whom sho
B takes the reader from a New York store, across
B ' tlio ocean, through the foreign marts of fash- -
M ' ion and back again to prove the wisdom of hor
B purchases in the actual test of a season's sales.

-
H

N r DEERING.
1 J . . a v 0 you see thnt woiinin?' inquired a pas- -

Hl 1 U H a oiMu.nr fihr.nr1 n TTIiirnnnn n hmmtl sfontnnrh i n a "" ' """ -.- ..,,-....

H j K B to another ns they lounged In their steamer
H f L chairs, commenting on those who passed

V them In the deck promenade. "She is n

K ouyer for u big shop in New Yorlr. Twice a year she
H'j goes abroad to purchase millinery for hor firm. My

H stewardess 'ld mo."
B ' "What a fortunate woman! All the lials of Paris
B ' j nprcad before her and the privilege of buying What

H L
'

she wllll"Hii, Tho woman buyer pays small heed to her fellow
Hl - ' passengers or what Impression she makes Uon them.

B ' She Is loo weary from the pcrforni.iuce of a thousand
B ,;., delalis that pressed upon hor until the sailing mo- -

B . mciit to be interested in anything, and she must rest
B ij. j nnil l.iy In a stoie of strength to meet the demands
H . that lie before her. Moreover, ocean travel Is an old
H" ,. I storv to her and means no more than the sub- -

H'lj way or'elevatcd trip that she takes dally to and from

Vi '

her buslines, except for the saving grace that for u

R I '
few davs she Is cut off from the anxieties that beset

H her ashore.
K ' r

Above everything else she desires to be let alone.
Hr ' if hiiL' rouses herself from the lethargy of fatigue she

K. '

Is pi with plans connected wit h her business.
Hr She is uncommunicative because she 1 little accus- -

H, y

tomod to talklnu'.finythlng but shop, and she surely will
Hj i not talk .vhop with the casual traveller with whom she

H is thrown. Neither the man who is willing to vary

B ' I tlie houiv. at sea with a little lllrtntion nor the woman
B I who is curious concerning one of her sex who appears
V to be prosperous and detached and yet perfectly

H (' "A proper is able to draw out the woman buyer during
"' ?'. her six days of Interregnum.

H ' J Before he could leave reports on the condition of
) i

' '' her stock had to bo made, future plans, outlined and,
1 i ' T most Important of nil, she had to formulate the policy

B i i, ) , to be followed In her absence.
H '

- To the merchandise man she stated her plans. Over

i' jy ,'bcr signature she sifinlfled the exact amount of
H n y money she de?Ired her assistants lx spend for "emcr
H i(tJ i gency" purchases. This amount was nece&sarily
H . h " small, f r she has a linn belief thai no one excepting

h Ij her&elr cau'seieou sainuie mercuaiiuise iur net uuimri- -

Hi incnt and she lives in constant fear of purchases ac- -

H cumulating beyond control.

H "s"henlso furnished the merchandise mnn with fig- -

B M ures representing the amount of Bales she expected

'i - tnc department to make while she was away, her
HH '( r calculations being In excess of the pales of the sumo

H period of the year before. If the reported sales dur- -

H t
"" ing her absence do hot tally with those she left a(j a

H; I ' guidance, the assistants will be summoned before the
H' '

! merchandise man, 'whore explanations will be dc- -

H' i , ; manded but no excuses accepted. 4

B '
j Tendering Her Figures.

H ,1 Then came the foreign merchandise man, to yhoni
H pi she submitted her calculations. To him she tendered
Hr j j figures showing her foreign purchaaes of the previous
B! '. r year, and she )laced at his disposal boohs proving
B- 'tjjj Just how much of her purchases she had sold uud at
Hp rj' what profit. As the results had been satisfactory
Hr Im and as the money spent in the foreign maiket had
H M proved a good investment, she was informed that
H ' she could place orders for a like amount for the next
H x

season.
B. The aim of the foreign man Is to increase the vol- -

Hi I umc of business and encourage relation between the
H, American buyer and the foreign manufacturer, lie is
Hr an enthusiastic individual ulwuys ready to unfold
Hl " some plan whereby It will be possible for tho womun

M, buyer to duplicate her purchases of the season before
H. at smaller cost. He Ja constantly In communication
H'J" with small mauufacti"r3 In tho remote corners of
H j - Europe and will ndvJae trips to hitherto unknown
H. j fci J lauds with the nonchalance ofyone suggesting a ferryBj 1 1( trip ncro.sa tho North Jtlver.
H $'. up w111 hCDtl her to Berlin for flowers ana Vienna
H, ' f 'or wings, to Dublin and adjoining villages for Irish
B'r ij( laces, to Lyons for veiling and chiffons, to Italy for
Hk I leghoni hats and straw braids. In fact, he regards the
H' ' 8 , woman buyer as a ferret to penetrate Into the smallest'K- $ -- Jf coracrs ot the world and dig out elusive merchandise.

V i Bt- - Petersburg would k considered simply a little
; n Jaunt if a Cossack turban were waiting there to bring

H'. f y fame and fortune to tho millinery department and to
H j jj the foreign otllce, alwayo on the alert to claim Its shareH j jT credit

H j
f. When all matters pertaining to her Journey had been

i . discussed she was given her ticket, her personal ex- -
' ' Icnso tjook and some money.

H 1, ' Her expense book is of greatest importance trf hcr- -

BJ 5elf- - Should she forget to Jot down In it u railroad
B fare or overlook a cab ride it will be charged to herHl personally.

H On the inside cover of the little book which she rc--

M eclves for this purpose is printed the exact amount al- -

K. lowed her for each day, and under no circumstances
is she to overstep the limit.

H) i For her iqom she Is allowed two dollars a day. If
M' sho reaches a hotel during a gala beason and finds it
H ) crowded, with prices doubled and 1 oonin at Irpruuiiuiii,
B it means that she must draw upon her own resources

H and the difference between the two dollar allowance
H'r aud tDC real cost mil-s- t be charged to herself.
B It ; For her meals her firm allows four dollars a dav.K f This seems princely at a glance, but closer Invcstlga- -

'J tlon wIU 8now 0,ilt the amount Is Insufficient. A dln- -

H t
' nor on a Continental express Ls berved at a fixed price

H. J
and wlth " accompanying tip. A breakfast

H', t,a118 tor additional fees and a willing army of'wultei-s- ,

H valeta, maids und concierge do notow her to one'sL '
I taxi for nothing. '

Such delicacies :uj water, butter, Ico
H v aud toh!o soEvice necessitate further outluj', while af- -

H i (ternoon teas, tickets jfor tho theatre und an occasional
'

H M , visit to tho Palais de Glacmust como undVr rho flen-.l- -

Ing of "meals." These places must be visited to see
Damo Fashion.

One dollar and a half a day Is allowed for cab fans.
Strange rues and strassos cannot be found without
the aid of a cocher or chauffeur. With their aid dol-

lars fly llko chaff beforevtho wind.
Laundry, cleaning and pressing are not allowed for

What Manner of Hats Is the Sma-- t Woman of Paris Wearing What Will Be
Worn 1 r

in the expense book, and clothes will muss and
wrinkle in trunks.

Before the advertising chief she was equally hum-
ble. ""I have selected days for preliminary openings,"
she snld'niid my advertisements are In readiness. My
assistants have them and will bring them to you each
In due time. Tho articles I wish to advertise wlll
await your InspiM-tlon- . Will you please place my ad-

vertisements effectively and not kill them as you gen-

erally do while I am away?"
At last the day for sailing arrived. The fact that

the woman buyer sails on a last boat gives the Impres-
sion that she travels like a princess, lolling In a sump-
tuous stateroom, the entire btaff of the ship at her
command to do her bidding. Not so. She Is quartered
In a room obtained by hor firm at the minimum rate.
That ls all they will stand for. So, instead of being
comfortably bottled In a rgal suite on the upper
promenade deck, she occupies an inside cabin on the
main deck, where the only light or ventilation ls fur-
nished from the engine room. This Is quite a handi-
cap for the woman buyer, who plans to arrive in Paris
refreshed and Invigorated by the ocean voyage.

Elusive rest! Often it will not come. From her
cabin to the deck she goes and back again. Hours
drag und the days seem endless. The voyage be-

comes a torment which she longs to hnve ended.
Finally, the boat reaches port aud sho ls off on the
first train for her beloved Paris.

She goes immediately to her hotel, where hoV ten
franc room awaits her. She has wiieil ahead of It,
and as she has occupied it during her sojourns. In
Paris for many years bhe knows thaUIt will be re-

served.
It Is a nice little room, nlmost a palace compared

with her cabin on tho boat, but whenjlie gazes from
the window her glance rests not upou"7UifTuller!cs
as ono would Imagine a woman buyer's' window
should, but upon a narrow back passage way and a
covered court yard. '

If It Is night when she arrives, she must, perforce,
rest; but If It ls still daylight nothing can'-kec-

p her
In. She mnst go go go up to the Palais de Glace
or down to Ilumpclmayer'a for tea, or she may
stop for a moment at the lilts: for a walk through tho
crowded halls. A visit to any of these places does
much to answer the question she Is in Paris to solve,
What manner of hat Is the smart woman of ParU
wearing and what will be worn

In her steamer hat; and travelling gown she ex-
periences the sensation of being' badly gowned and
groomed. This will never do! Her personal ap-
pearance Is as much of an asset as her ability to buy.
She must novor appear at a disadvantage. In Paris
she secures tho means; at home sho achieves result
Iler appearance on the showroom floor after a trip
to Paris Is of even more Interest to the customer
than tho hats she Imports, and quite as many women
copy her gowns and coiffure as purchase millinery.

At the Palais do Glace the fatigue of her voyage
leaves her as tho skaters glide by. Gieat Heavens!
Can buch a chuugo bo possible? Flats and gowns and
even the way of wearing the hair has undergone a,
complete metamorphosis. Was ever Dame Fashion
so fickle or so cruel? Hero ls the woman buyer In
Tarls having left it but three short months before.

She reports ut the Ports oflico of her firm early on
the morning following her arrival and arranges for
some of the bmall manufacturers to bring in their
"staple lines." In the Paris ofllec affairs move slowly.
Her request Is politely listened to and due note made
of It, Finally letters are sent to tho-- whom bhe

to meet. These manufacturers In turn send back
a flowery worded eplstlo thanking her and express-Ing- j

deepest gratitude at hor willingness to. Inspect
their samples, but change the day she has set to one
more convenient to themselves.

She goes to Armcuonvllle in tho mornings. Mine.
Leicllier, a noted beauty aud a wonderful "eques-tripnn-

will be there at dejeuner. She will see
Mudamc's new riding hat She joins the fashionably
throng strolling through the Avenue des Acacias, for
it Is here that the smart Purlslennc takes her morning

wMm&m ' (MhP

constitutional. Correct walking attire from head to
foot w ill be on show

A visit to Bechoff-Davld'glv- her a peep ut Yvonne
de Bray or the Baronno dj&Kothschild as sho Is being
fitted for gowns. Lewis .will be designing a hat for
Madame Slmonne. while Rncr racks his brains and dis-

tracts his workrooms so tuut Polnlre shall be pleased.
Georgette hats a Princess and Georges colffes a

duchess. At the Ultz thwealthlest and most modish
American and UnglIshtrnmon pour tea for their Con-

tinental friends each afternoon at live o'clock. .

After six o'clock a different class of women has
free reign at the Palais de Glace and it is as impor-
tant to know what they are, wearing as uo study the
more exclusive set for nine times out of teu they uro
harbingers of those fashions which become popular as
well as fashionable, andtthls popularity extends to
Amerlcu In due time.

The first woman. buyer arrlvlug In Paris must bestir
herself to 'be In readiness to answer questions put to
her by other buyers as thoy arrive, each In search of
the fashions In her line.

Theie c6me the corset buyer from her own store, tho

lingerie buyer of a Boston shop, a neckwear woman
from Chicago, a buyer of cheap Jewelry from Chicago,
and Philadelphia Is represented by young women who
aro authorities on laces and trimmings. They meet,
hold conference and spend precious hours that should
bo reserved for beauty sleep In discussion of merchan-
dise and Its problems. They make comparison re-

garding the disposing of the same articles In the dif-
ferent cities of the United States and tell amusing
anecdotes about "sure sellers" that aro still In stock.
They argue with and answor each other In matters
pertaining to commercial transactions Involving thou-
sands of dollars.

After she has. been ln.Pnrls a week or so sho ls
equipped for her work as a Khrewd and discriminating
buyer Down to the Paris ottloe she goes again and
finds an American atmosphere in the place. Jn each
of the dingy little rooms sits a buyer from her firm at
home looking over the lino inwhlch he or she Is Inter-
ested. In one room the upholstery buyer exnnflnes
cretons, draperies and dnmasks, hung In lines from
the celling. In another room the luce buj'or is oblivi-
ous of all else but the priceless masses put forth for
his approval; the neckwear woman fingers Jabots and
marabous, the lingerie buyer Ls hidden behind snowy
piles of sheer cambrics from which here and there
dainty blue and pink ribbons peep.

The woman buyer removes her new chnpeau nnd
Immaculate white gloves and sits Intent on making
a proper selection of "fancy bands." Not much Inspi-

ration In them, especially as she Is anxious to soar to
the more artistic sldo of millinery, but as "fancy
bands" constitute tho bread and butter part of the mil-

linery business and are highly lucrative they must re-

ceive qonsldcratlon. A "fancy band," as the name
implies, is a galloon used In the making of bonnets
nnd toques for elderly women, although frequently
employed In the trimming of hats for those customers
who come under the heading of "country trade." It Is
merely a question of weight, design and quantity, and
the woman buyer ls relieved when the selection ls
completed.

"French Mourning Millinery."
Next comes the "cheap mourning" millinery. This

clnsi of headgear seldom changes In style. It is made
by the gross In the homes of widows or other French
women and purchased by the woman buyer in quan-

tities for a trifle. Six to eight francs Is the price of
one of these hats, which will sell In America under
the euphonious name of "French mourning millinery"
for f5 t& $S each. They are Similar in style and mate-

rial from year to year, at leust to the experienced
eye. but to tho customer who sees them displayed In

their cases in America and labelled "Newest Importa-
tions" they are very different from anything shown
previously.

Other items of Importance are feathers and flowers,
wings, quills and fancy novelties, such as hatpins
and ornaments. These arc also "bread and butter"
articles, requiring skill In their selection. The vexing
question regarding them arises, Will it be wise to
plunge on flowers when It may be a wing season? Or,
although ostrh h feathers may look very good, will
they be tabooed later on In favor of some other trim-
ming?

The woman buyer visits the big millinery establlsh- -

The Woman Buyer "Visits the Big Millinery Establishments.
1

incuts with a view "to finding a key to this puzzle, but
they aro as mystified as herself.

Because Georgette shows hats with enormous
plumes and Suzanne Talbot hats with no plumes at
all does not signify that It would be wise to follow
either, when the doubtful situation Is made more com-ple- x

by 0;, tremendous cloche from the establishment
of Marie Louise, while the Iteboux collection consists
entirely of close fitting turbans then the woman
buyer must aim to duplicate materials which have been
used by the leading modistes.

Shu visits n tellers- where families for generations
have made one particular style of violet She has

Crozet hat, aud as sheseen the violet on a Intends
b'uylng tho model later on she must have the sonic '

violets. ,'

A certain mosi rose, made only by one old woman '

in the whole of Paris, must be sought out Maria
Guy Is running it It ls made In hundreds of shades,
and the woman buyer must lie careful to select only .
'those colorings which will appeal to the American

taste. Orchids, lilies of the valley and gardenias are
ohtnincd in the same manner, ';

Jn dealing with tho French manufacturer sho con- - 5

fronts entirely different methods of doing business J

from the American. In America the manufacturer Lj a )

merchant; in Paris he Is An artist The American will 1

become overstocked nnd he Is In constant fear that he
will be caught at the end of a season with a large I

stock which must be sacrificed. He Is ever ready for
business nnd will meet the buyer half way. He will
cut prices and encourage special sales. I

In Park, where every nrtlcle ls made by hand and j

where the demand Is greater than the supply. It Is the

other way. It ls the buyer who begs that the order l:

Mic places be filled and shipped to her. t y.

She may sit patiently all morning in a close ami
bady ventilated room, looking at samples and making
selections, only to find when she Is ready to place her f
order that the goods cannot be delivered nt the given ''
time and that her entire morning's work has been '
wasted; or, what Is more likely, he w HI send her away
happy, vowing to fill her order If ho must neglect every j'
bther client. Yet his merchandise will never arrive, 1

owing to the fact that he has too many orders or that f
some one following her had offcred,n higher price.

The woman buyer must take these cancellations lutn j;
consideration, and to discount such a possible disaster
must overbuy. When she does this she stands in !

danger of being summoned to the merchandise office f

when she gets back to America, for If her Instructions
have been to spend $15,000 and Invoices arrive for
510,000 arguments will be unavailing and the onlj
way she can escape trouble is to dispone of eve 17 do-
llar's worth of purchases before the merchandise office j
has time to call on her for an accounting of her ini- - i
portatlons.

Buying French models Is put off until the last mc-- ,

nient, for each day newer millinery Is appearing, and Y
the latest Is always the best. This Is the part of buy- -
ing that she really loves, for the original creations, . )

fresh from the designers, appeal by reason of their (

during It is amusing to see the unusual and
of uses familiar articles will be put to.

'

Cnrller will cover her hats with motifs taken from ';

military uniforms, while Jeanne Lnnvln will depend
upon tapestries for garnitures. Fruits and vegetables ,

are rendered wonderfully attractive; In faet. there V

seems to be no article that cannot, at the Inclination Ji

of a premiere of n big establishment, be converted Into f.

u suitable trimming for a hat.
These model hats are very expensive. Four or five

hundred francs is not considered at all exorbitant. A A

vendeuso will tell yon that COOL Is merely a hundred l:
dollars, but the woman buyer realizes, of course, that h
the duly Is sixty-fiv- e per cent, and to this must be
added Interest, foreign expense., boxing, shipping and
Insurance, which will bring the hat up to almost 200
when It reaches her department

Therefore every French hat hrought Into her do- - ',

partment means n real loss, for It would be Impossible ,.
to sell It at even the cost price. '

But models must be purchased, as no millinery de- - ,

partment .vould be complete without Its French col- -

Icetion; moreover, these hats must serve as the in- - '

splrntlon for the workrooms, where they are copied
and modified xmtll their designer would not recognize
their relationship to the original models.

Big names are what the woman buyer Is after. '

They show up well In the advertisements and fhey ''
draw the customers. The UttlQ milliner in a side rue '

or an out of the way avenue mav be a genius and her ft

hats masterpieces, but until he has received flip I
stamp of approval of the fashlouaule world she does j.
not exist for the woman buver. 1

After the woman buyer has decided on her modpl 1
hats and shipped them she makes a "finishing up" J.

tour, rushing from one end of Paris to tho other from
tho Qunrtfor Latin to Montmnrlre- - from Place de la
Bepubllque-t- o the Porte Mnlllot; through narrow pus- - '

sagewnys upd up 'endless flights of stairs, gathering
bits of lace, pieces of straw, a particular tassel or a J

ribbon rose. Then she is ready to sail for home V

Her friends bnve been equally busy and have
wjarched not only In Purls but through the markets j

of Europe for their novelties, and all work with untir- - j
Ing vlgor.trylng to finish up and get buck for openings j.

and exhibitions. j!

The lingerie buyer has Just returned from St Gal- - j

Ion. The cheap Jewelry buyer Is back from Berlin,
and the millinery bujer herself has taken a flying trip
to Vienna nnd Berlin for cheap flowers and blocked 1

hats But before departing they assemble In Paris
again and each holds ber audience spellbound with the
story of what she inteudt to buy for her ixirsonal use.

The millinery buyer Is appealed to upon the subject
of new hats, for every girl wants to lake home at least
two. -

The lingerie buyer has purchased some lovely com- -
blnutlons, hand embroidered nnd so close fitting that
the tightest skirt can be worn without a line or wrinkle r
rthowlng Every one decides that she must have sev-- '

end of this garment Thoy have probably bought a v
fresh supply on the last trip, but, eager for the newest,
riuI trained to regard tho last word upon everything
Vwniiulug to dress ns desirable, they calculate that
tho present supply can be pnssed on to a youuger t

sister '
The cheap Jewelry buyer knows of a suspended pearl

pendant an exact copy of one at BoucTieron's, of the
Hue de la Palx, and the ierfumc buyer waxes eloquent ,

6vcr 11 delicious perfume or u face powder never
equalled. J

Some one mentions silk stockings nnd knows where j.
they cau be bought at a bargain. Handkerchiefs. of j,
the finest linen, gloves by the dozen, all the little J

accessories are discussed and arrangements made to f
purchase them. J

This ls the time when the woman buyer replenishes J
her wardrobe, and although, she may know full well I

that she has come over with a Arm Intention to cur- - '

tail expenses and Ls awijre that her account from a ,

Urevlous trip has not been fully settled she will
nlungc with the others.

They pile Into a taxi, laughing and untroubled as
though the question of dollurs nnd cents had no place fbi their lives. When they select nnd buy for them-- 'M

selves one would think that they were financially
backed by tho Credit Lyonnnis. Should one hesitate,
the others urge her on. The corset buyer may realize
that she will have no need for a dinner gown or au
evening gown, knowing that when it roaches New
York she spends her evening In a Bronx flat; still she
will have It If the cheap Jewelry buver orders a
gown In blue she has It duplicated In pluk.

Tho millinery buyer Indulges in a ruflled white
sidrt waist a ad a serge walking suit, although she can
wear only chiffon gowns nnd matched blouses, while j

the lingerie buyer, wliose slock In trade lies in her
appearance in the newest and duintlest of wash ;
blouses, rashly i.elects a gown with a trailing skirt
suitable only for a showroom floor nnd totally im-
possible within the confines of her department ,

They plunge nlso In the matter of presents, although
they hnve secretly sworn that nover again would they ,(

be guilty of It With half yearly trips abroad the
coat of bringing back suitable gifts Is enormous. (

Time for going homo arrives. Tho merchandise pur- -

chased Is already on the water and the woman buyer ,

must follow on u fast steamer, for it will be out of
the Custom House by the time she lands, and lc ',

must be markedj exploited and got in readiness for .

the opeiiiug.
If fortune fayors her 8he will find one or more ''

women buyers on her steamer, but more often each '
1

must go her separate way. The millinery buyer may t k

go to London for tailored hats and catch her boat at l

Southampton. Another goes to Germany and even- - - a
tuully embarks from Humburg. A third takes a boat .,
leaving Havre, and still unother must finish up in ;' I
Italy nnd sail home by way of Genoa or Naples. 'j h

They wish one another godspeed. Then come the g
tedious ocean trip and the worries of the anticipated ( if
season, with tho knowledge that hc has spent more J' &
money on her personal purchases than she can afford ,t
and must prepare herself when the boat docks to meetl A

inr aroi npoinv lio oi;nins min !

''":r". "The Saleswoman" Next Week. fe

i ., TST - " l. ,
-- JLw.-iiM


